 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 11.  Club Officers    

            a. President – Wes Barnes
            b. Tournament Director –Jason Turner

c. Secretary – Zip Hadden

d. Treasurer - - Rick Spencer

 2.  Office Terms
             a. All office terms are (1) year

             b. (1) term consists from September 1 to August 31


 c. Election of officers occurs at August meeting

3.  Duties of Officers
             a. President
                   i. To preside over all club meetings and events

                  ii. Conduct all meetings according to the by-laws


     iii. Appoint committee chairpersons

                 iv. Act as Safety Director

                  v. Direct banquet and awards ceremonies

                 vi. Attend all state and district meetings

             b. Vice President/Tournament Director

                    i. Act as President in his absence

                   ii. Direct all tournaments according to by-laws

                  iii. Assist President in all club matters

                  iv. Has final ruling on all tournament decisions 

                        After conferring with all board members present

              c. Secretary
                    i. Record accurate minutes at all club meetings

                   ii. Record weights and points at tournaments

                  iii. Keep points standings

                  iv. Keep and update club roster

                   v. Assist President in all club matters

              d. Treasurer
                    i. Collect, record, and deposit all club monies

                   ii. Keep accurate bank records

                  iii. Report financial status at each club meeting


      iv. Assist President in all club matters

4.  Club Meetings

            a. To be held on the Wednesday prior to each tournament

            b. To be held every month of the year

            c. To begin at 7:00 p.m.

            d. Member shall receive 3 points for each meeting attended

5.  Safety
           a. All SCDNR laws must be followed

           b. Maximum rating is the maximum horsepower allowed on any 

                boat participating in club tournaments

           c. Life vest must be worn when combustion engine is on

           d. All boats with horsepower over 75 must be equipped with a kill switch

           e. Kill switch must be attached to operator when combustion engine is on

           f.  No “blast off” starts are allowed 

           g. No alcohol allowed during tournament hours

           h. Co anglers are to supply their own life vest

6.  Voting
           a.. All members present except President have voting rights

           b. The voting of the majority of members present rules

           c. In the event of a tie vote, a recount will be taken

           d. In the event of a tie stalemate, only the President can vote to break the tie

7.  Membership

            a. Member must have a valid and current B.A.S.S. card

            b. All members must pay S.C. and National Federation dues of $20 each

                 annually at the November meeting

            c. All members are required to pay club dues of $30 annually at September meeting

            d. After September meeting, members with unpaid dues will not have membership

                 rights until dues are paid

            e. Membership roster is unlimited

            f. Disciplinary actions against members will be brought to club membership for

                ratification, however, all complaints must first be presented to a board member

            g. All applicants for membership not sponsored by a club member must participate

                 in at least one tournament (must be at least 16).  At the next meeting a vote on

                 membership will be taken.  If accepted, their tournament points will apply.

                 Unanimous approval is required for acceptance into the club.

            h. A nominee for membership must be at least 16 years old; younger than 18

                 must have written consent from parent or guardian

8.  Season
            a. Tournament season consists of 12 tournaments

            b. Tournaments begin in September and end in August

            c. Each tournament will be held on the third Saturday of each month.  The membership

                 may vote on exception to this rule only for national holidays

9.  Draw Tournaments

            a. All tournaments are draw type tournaments

            b. All draws will be held at the club meeting prior to the tournament

            c. Tournament Director will conduct and record all draws

            d. The same club members cannot be paired in consecutive tournaments

                  and not more than twice in one year

             e. In the event of an absence of a club member on tournament day, the Tournament

                  Director will pair anglers with co anglers.  His decision is final.

10.  Tournament Take-Off
             a. All tournaments will be staggered starts by draw sequence

             b. Start positions will be drawn at club meeting

             c. Tournament Director to conduct and record start positions

             d. No group (“blast off’s) see 5f

11.  Tournament Hours
             a. All day tournaments are from safelight to 3 p.m.

             b. All night tournaments are from 6 p.m. to 2 a.m.

             c. Safelight conditions will be determined by the Tournament Director

             d. Tournament Director will check in all boats at end of tournament

             e. Participants who arrive at check-in late will be assessed 1 lb. per minute

                  and disqualified after 15 minutes.  No exceptions.

             f. If a participant is going to be late for the start of a tournament, or must leave

                 early, they must notify a board member prior to tournament start time

             g. Excessive tardiness will be reviewed by the board and disciplinary action

                  may be taken (see 12m)

             h. The Tournament Directors watch is the official time

12.  Tournament Rules

             a. Largemouth, small mouth, coosa, and spotted bass only may be weighed in

             b. Penalties for dead fish weighed in will be as follows:

                    1 fish - deduct   4 ounces from total weight - (  .25 lbs.)

                    2 fish - deduct 10 ounces from total weight - (  .63 lbs.)

                    3 fish - deduct 18 ounces from total weight - (1.13 lbs.)

                    4 fish - deduct 28 ounces from total weight - (1.75 lbs.)

                    5 fish - deduct 40 ounces from total weight - (2.50 lbs.)

             c. Total number of fish allowed to be weighed is five

             d. At no time may a participant possess more than 5 fish

             e. All fish must be at least 12" and be measured on a golden rule with mouth closed

             f. Short fish penalty: big fish is culled with short fish

             g. All tournaments are based on total weight

             h. During tournament hours, participants are not allowed to leave their boat to fish, nor 

                  may they remove their boat from the tournament body of water

             i. Only one fishing line per participant may be in the water at any given time

             j. During tournament all participants must keep their catch separated from other 

                 participants catches

            k. Artificial baits only are allowed - no live bait

            l.   Any protests waged must be done prior to completion of the tournament weigh-in

            m. Failure to follow tournament rules and/or by-laws will result in disqualification

                 and could be grounds for being dropped from the club

            n. All tournaments are catch and release

13.  Points System

            a. Participant with heaviest weight will be awarded 100 points; second heaviest weight 

                 will be awarded 98 points; third receives 96 points and so on

            b. Points will be awarded to all participants, except for those anglers who do not attend

                 the weigh-in

            c. Angler with heaviest fish is awarded 4 additional points and angler with next heaviest 

                 fish is awarded 2 additional points.  One angler may win both of these

            d. Members will receive 3 points for each meeting as stated in article 4d

            e. Each member may “drop” 3 tournaments; the year points total for each member will

                 be their best 9 tournaments points plus big fish points plus meeting points

14.  Tournament Fees
            a. All entry fees must be paid by the end of the meeting prior to the tournament.  If a

                member cannot attend the meeting, he must send his fees with another member who

                will be in attendance

            b. Entry fees shall be as follows:

                     i. Member boater - solo - $31

                    ii. Member boater w/member non-boater

                             Boater pays $31

                             Non-boater pays $31 plus $25 to boater for expenses

                   iii. Member boater w/guest (not a member)

                             Boater pays $31

                             Non-boater guest pays $30 plus $25 to boater for expenses

                    iv. $1 of each member entry fee goes toward lunker fund; $5 of each entry fee goes

                          to big fish pot; $15 goes to tournament purse; $10 goes to club treasury

                     v. Once an entry fee is paid, it is non-refundable and will not carry over to the

                          next tournament.  However, the member will be given last place points minus 2

                    vi. Any member who does not fish a tournament and therefore does not pay his $1

                          fee for the lunker fund must pay the $1 to “catch up” prior to fishing another

                          club tournament

            c. Payoffs for the tournament are as follows:

                     i. 1st place - 50% of total purse

                    ii. 2nd place - 30% of total purse

                   iii. 3rd place - 20% of total purse

                    iv. All payoffs will be awarded at the weigh-in

            d. Lunker fund

                     i. A 6 lb. fish or larger wins the fund

                    ii. In the event of two lunkers in the same tournament - the heaviest wins

                  iii. The lunker fund shall not be greater than $500.  All contributions in excess

                         of $500 will go into the next lunker fund

                   iv. Only paid members can win the lunker fund

                    v. Classic tournament is not included in thel unker fund

                   vi. All new members must pay to “catch up” in the lunker fund.  This is not optional

15.  Weather
            a. No tournament will be held under unsafe conditions

            b. If tournament starts and bad weather comes in, then participants must use their own

                 good judgment
            c. If tournament is cancelled, it will be rescheduled at next club meeting

16.  Tournament Trail

            a. Tournaments to be held the third Saturday of each month

            b. “Angler of the Year” will be based on point system established in Article 13

            c. “Angler of the Year” will be awarded a plaque and free club membership the 

                 following year.  He must pay his own Federation dues.

            d. The Classic

                    i. The top ten points leaders will fish the Classic

                   ii. The winner of the Classic will receive a plaque

                  iii. Date and time of the Classic will be determined by the Tournament Director

                   iv. Payout of the Classic will be determined at the pre-tournament meeting held

                         by the Tournament Director with participating members in attendance.  Any

                         Classic participant not in attendance will forfeit their right to vote.  Payout

                         amount shall be predetermined by the Treasurer and ratified by the club members

                         present at the September meeting

                    v. Classic payout will be held to a maximum of $1000

                   vi. The Classic site will be drawn from a hat on the morning of the tournament

                  vii. The lunker fund is excluded from the Classic

            e. Six Man State Team Tournament

                    i. The club will pay for each team’s entry fee plus rooms for Thursday, Friday,

                         and Saturday nights

                   ii. Club may send one team for every 10 members

                  iii. Additional teams may be formed at members own expense

                  iv. Each member of the first team will receive $50 gas money

                   v. To qualify for a team, a member must participate in at least two fund raising 

                        events, own a club shirt, and have the necessary points

                  vi. Team membership will follow the club point’s standings with the top three points

                        leaders being boaters, and the next three being non-boaters.  If two teams are sent,

                        then points leaders 4,5, and 6 have the option to go as boaters on the second team

                 vii. A member who qualifies to be a boater may trade his “boater” status with any 

                        non-boater on the same team if each angler agrees

                viii. All winnings except for “big fish” will be divided equally among the winning

                        team members.  If a member wins “big fish”, he keeps all of those winnings

                  ix. The club will pay entry fee plus up to $140 for two nights rooms (2 members

                  ix. The club will pay entry fee plus up to $140 for two nights rooms (2 members per

                        room) for any member who qualifies for the State Championship through the

                        Six Man Team tournament or through the regular Federation Trail tournaments

17.  Changes to By-Laws
            a. Changes to these by-laws may be made only once a year at the September meeting

            b. Any changes to by-laws must be presented in writing to the President prior to the

                 September meeting

            c. The President will present any changes to by-laws to the club for ratification

18.  Guest Anglers
            a. If a member brings a guest to the meeting, both may fish from the same boat in the

                 upcoming tournament

            b. A guest may only fish one tournament as a guest

            c. A guest will pay their entry fee as described in 14 b iii and will be entitled to normal

                 tournament payouts except for the lunker fund

            d. If the guest does not attend the meeting, then his sponsor must pay the entry fee for

                 him as described in 14 a

            e. A guest will only be awarded points if he expresses a desire to join the club and pays

                 all required dues and fees prior to leaving the tournament site.  Required dues and fees

                 include National and State Federation dues, club dues, lunker fund “catch-up” fees,

                 and B.A.S.S. membership fee if necessary

19.  Non-Sufficient Funds Checks

            a. Any person, member or non-member, who writes a check to the club that does not

                 clear the bank, must repay the club the amount of the check plus the “returned

                 deposited item” fee.  As of October 07, the “rdi” fee is $10      

